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Mo'iingon qnd Other
Culturql Wolves

In the Oiibwe world view, the Greoi
Spirii ploced originol mon on eorth,
ond the wolf become mon's guide ond
broiher. Tovor Cerulli exoloins thot this

spirituol understonding of the wolf con

olso be considered in seculor terms,

ond thot oll of us-including wolves-
might benefit if we did just thot.

by Torir Otrrtlli

Wildlife Reseqrch: From
Eor Togs to Armchqir

In port 2 of this reol-life story, wildlife
biologist Dove Mech continues his

entertoining description of methods

used by scientists to trock, study ond
ultimotely help preserve vorious species

of wildlife. The process hos chonged
dromoticolly over his lengthy coreer,

going "from eor togs to ormchoir" with
odvoncements in trocking technology.
(Find port I in the summer 20lZ
edition of lnternqtionol Wolf.l

Ily I)r. 1.. Dolid Mtch,
tr. S'. (ico/o.qir-,r 1 S u r r, ( )'

On rhe Cover
A wild groy wolf {Conis lupus) runs from o chorging bull
bison who is defending on injured cow bison olong the

bonks of Otter Creek in Yellowstone Notionol Porr.

Photo by Dove M. Shumwoy. Dove is o photogropher,
direcior of communicotions for Volunteers of Americo ond

odiunct professor of phoiogrophy ot Rocky Mounloin
College. His collection of photogrophs of wild creotures

ond frogile ploces from oround the world con be
seen ot www. DoveShumwoy.com

Did you know?
eosy woy for you lo help us conserve noturol

Wolf Communicqtion: We
Srill Hove Much to Leqrn

The eerie, thrilling sound of o wolf's
howl is both fomilior ond mvsterious

to humons. We know thot wolves

communicote with eoch other, ond thot

howling is o form of communicotion they

understond. But whot we don't know-
ond biologists ore still leorning-is oll

the other woys they shore essentiol

messoges thot keep the pock together,

ond foster sofetv ond survivol.

B y't'rn t y ()' C o rt rr,: I I
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J n july 2012. when the Wisconsin

I NarLrral Resources Board mel ro
Idetermine harvest qlloras lor rhat

years wolf hunting and trapping season,
most people who testified spoke in terms
of personal or professional opinion and
experience, with frequent references to
science. In marked contrast, Joe Rose,
Sr.-represenring rhe Bad River Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa and the Voigt
Intertribal Task Force of the Great Lakes
Indian Fish and Wrldlife Commission-
told a creation story.

Rather than ralking about popula-
tion, predation, depredation or ecol-
ogy, Rose spoke of the relationship
between Anishinaabe (Original Man)
and Ma'iingan (rhe Wol|. He told the
10O-plus people attending the meeting
how the Great Spirit placed Anishinaabe
on Mother Earrh and how Ma'iingan
became Anishinaabes guide and brother.
He spoke of srmilarities between
Anishinaabe and Ma'iingan, and of how
the Great Spirit later set rhem on differ-
ent but parallel parhs. And he explained
how it was prophesied that if the wolf
passes out of existence, then the O.jibwe
people will soon follow, as will ali other
humans and all wild nature represented
by Ma'iingan.

Bad River Chairman Mike Wiggins
then spoke. He began by saying thatJoe
Rose, as his elder, had set the "context
and foundation" for understanding the
Ojibwe worldview concerning wolves
and wolf hunting.

On hearing Roseb story-versions of
which are ofren told by Ojibwe elders
and leaders-non-Ojibwe lisreners like
me are apt to rhink, "Ah, this is a unique
spiritual and cuhural understanding of
the wolf." And indeed, it is. Unless we

Fall 2017

are careful, however, this line of thinkins
can diminish and distorr what we hear.

One risk is that, in focusing onlv on
the spiritual, we may iail to recoln ize that
rnuch of rhis perspecrive can be uncler-
stood in secular terms. Part of what Rose
and others are sa)'tng, for instance, is that
they see the wol I as a companion-not
a competitor. In their eyes, wolves are
lellow hunters who poseno threat. with
whom harmony rather than conflict ts the

norm, and whose presence signals that a

place is whole and healthy for many oth-
ers, including humans. Becoming aware
of such beliefs can help us undersrand
this Ojibwe view more clearly Ir can also
help us recognize common grouud; as

it happens, some Euro-Americans s1-.s2li

of wolves in similar ways.
A second risk is that when we think

of another groups view as shaped b1,

culturai values, we tend to assume that

www.wolJ.org
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illLrstr'.rLccl rr 2il l.l . u hcn the I'oncl clr-r

l-.ic llrrncl ol l-.rlic SLrpcr.ior. (-hippcu.r
scnt rr lcticl to thc Nlinncsotrr Dcprrlnrcnl
ol NrttrLt'rtl Rcstrr-rt'ccs (L)NlL). objcctinu
to hrLnting ltncl trlrlrlring serrs()1r5. ln
l.csll()nsc. .r l)N lt l.cl)l.cscntitLivc stitLc(i
tlrrrt u oll llrllrirgcllclrt e trLtlcl lr()t tirl(c
"cr-rItr.rr.lrl issr,rcs" inttr lrr'coLrirt lrncl r'olrIcl
lrinqc onlr on issucs ol e onscr.r rrtion.
pLrblit s.rlctr .rncL pLrblic hcrrltlr ''

/ tt I r'r tt rl I i ()Jr (r / \\ tr //

F
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;,1-'.'.1.:t'
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\\ c nr.rl<c I h is rrssr-rnr 1rt ion h.rbit Lurl li :

()Lrr. tru n \\ il\ s ol t]rinlirru rrncl cloinu
thinus ruc ncLrtlrrl. ()Lhcr' pcoplc-s u rrr s
rll'c 'cLrltLrrirl."

I'or.instlurcc, thc Lccch Lrrlir
Iicsclvlrtion-s clr-lrlt u oll nrrrnlrgcnrclrl
plrrn crpr-cssccL conccnr lor- tlrc l.csl)cct-
lLrl h.rncllrng ilncl trcrltnrcut Ol u oll p.r|ts
posscssccl lrr tlibrrl nrcnrlrcrs rrncl rlrjsccl

thc tlLrcstion ol hou thosc lr.tilrre ts u or-rlcl

bc prrssccl clou n to cLcsccnclants lt is

r ir.trrlilli inrl'rossible rtr inrrrginf thls
issLLc bcittg rtrlclrcssccl in \\'isr'trnsin trr'

\litltcsotlt u oll Plltns. 
'lir nrost I-tLt.rr-

,\nrt'ricrtns. u olvcs ill-c lnf l'e ltntnrltl:.
\\'hrtt bceonrcs o1 their.r'ilr-r'il5scs is ()l
i j t t lc ( ()nsc(l uclrcc. c\r'01)l t h.rt broltrgrst s

nrillrl ri rrnt to crrrnrir.rc thcnr ln nr:u lie cl

c()ntr.rlsL. thrs ()1ib\c unclcIstlrnclinq
holcls t h.tt u olvcs rrr.e rcllrt ir cs r hosc
l'clririlrs iLlf t() llc r'lr-crl l()r-rn Prrr.titLrlrrr'.
l.csl)cct lr-rl rr trvs. Iioth trl thcsc Lrnclcr'

st.lrclings thc l.rnrilr.rl lrncl thc LLnlrr-

irililrr. lu'c clccplr lrncl cclLrrrllr eLlltLLr.rll.

\\'c uoulcl rLo ucll to r.crli:c thrrt
all u ilcllrlc c()lrscr'\'irtl()u is lrnrlouncllr
shrrpcrl rtntl clt'tvcrt bv cultulc 5trnrc trl
oLtt' r'rtlLrcs ltncl Pi'lrt tir'cs r-cnrrrin r.clrr-

tiiclr strrblc. Stiltc \\ ilcllilc rrgcne ics hrrvc

long sor-L{ht to nrrrrntrrin hclrlthr. si:rrblr
clcei' po plrllrt ions ntrt bcr'rrr-rsc se jcn t i I I e

lrnlrlvsis hrrs tolrL thcnr t]rci lrrist. l)Llt

lrccrrr-tsc \\'c. rrs hLtntct's rtncl r: lrpplc
cirrtols ol u ilcllilc. c()nilnLrc ir) \\ iurl
sLtbstrlrt jrtl nLtnrbcr.s oI clccr.clcsprtc tlrc
l.rct thrrt hish clccr.poptLlrrtions eonrc
u ith ccologicrrl ancl socirrl costs. ()lhcr'
cr-rltr-rllrl i lrllrcs lurcl pr.rrctiecs e hrrngc
clrltnrlttir'rrllr. l-css i]rrur ir cclrtLlr'\' ilg().
jt u rrs conlronplrrec lor' ,\nrcrielrns lo
liill pr.cclatolr bit'cls lilic hrru lis. oii ls rurtl

c.rglcs -l trcl.rr sueh behrrviol is jllcgill

lrncl ri iclclr lcr ilccl . cr cn tlrouglr sonrc
popLrlrrt ions c()Lrlcl bc huntccl sr-rst.rin

lrblr in t'cgr-rl.ttccl 5cirsr)lrs.

ll uc leil t() r-cc()glrirc thcsc lrets.
\\'c ill'c lirrblc Lo tlrinli thrrt Lrnlrrnrililrr'
"e ttltttt'rrl' Ltnclclstrtnilrn95 ill'c ilr.e lcr rrnt

to u iiillilc e()uscl'\'irli()n \\c lrll liliclr
Itr r-\rILttl. tIrr'ttr tIrrlll rrrll:irLtl.tiir,ll Ill
clccision- rrrtl Polie r -nrrllillrq l)li)e f :>as
\\c rrrc cspcci.rllr irllt t() c\(lLrclc l)cr.spcr'-
tii cs u e ]rc;rr. lrs spiliLLrrrl or. 'r.cligrtrLrs'

tl $. .1:.tIr.L !lLitlUlL !\,1|lrllLnl.llt l\,
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rxti()nxl it). Scicnee. rnd sePrt'atirrn oI
r. hLrlch and stirte. And rvc al'e rpt to f()r:

Sel lhal Euro-Arnc|ir.tn rrndcrstrlndings
trf anirnrrls. intltrdingrvtrlres. xle par-t l)
Itrtrtcrl in .t hisl()t') ol JLrclct,-CIrr-istirrrr
beliefs abont hunurn superiority and
clomlnicln over other berngs.

A thirrl rrr,rhlr'rrr ic th:rt thirrL'irrorr "'- """'.5
trf this O.i ibrvc vir'w rrs spilittrrl anrl
cultural dealens L1s to its c1eep, historicirl
signilicance. Ti-re lcleir of Mer'iingirn zrnd

Anishinarbcs prr'.lllel prths trl shaled
htes-often e\plessed rrs 'whal htppens
lO ()ne ()[ LtS h:tl)l)enS tr) thC r-rthr'1"'-i5
not some abstract, fancilil ncltion. It rs
an Llnderstanding grounded in concrete
experlence.

Lrsten ckrsely,to these speakers and
,.,.,, .. ill ,..,,.t" ,.,,f,,,,,1ces l() histor.iC.rl
cVents: loss tri lrrncl. r itrlent pel'secu-
litrn by selllet-s. tlte l'rtrlt'dinu schotrl erl.
plohibititrns .lg,rinst lrngLrrges end
r.clir;itrrrs Dr-;l('l i( es :lltcl lhc likc. The''"t-'- -'' l- "r''-r" "'

relerences are often briel'and oblique;
when these speakers say that something
- hrtrtre npr] - l rr t hr'lrr in t he rrrct t hcrr

r':rlelv rnent irrn Frrr-o-Arnct-it ltns. Bltt
the; Lrndelstrnd. arrd s()nretimcs sil).
that wolr'es and indians have long been
I r'r,itled .1'r''11 1111-rs thl'eals llnd cr)tn-,) .'-
petitors to be controlled or eliminated.

The O;ibwe ancl other tribes are not
alone in drawlng thls pari,rllel. A 17th-
..n1 rrrV N,4rrcc:rr'hrrcettq lrr\^/,'ilp.l h\

Bxr'r'y L()pez irr his clrssic O/ W,lv,'s
trrtl Mt n. irnptrsed a fir c-shilling pen-
alty for shooting within town limits
"trfl llfl) Ltnl'lC( eSSll')' ttCCilSlOIl . trl' llI

n\...rrr ,,. rndiln trf rl wrrll.'.L^L!Pl dlr r

A l9th-ecntr.lr') illtir'le reprinted in the
Milwctuhtc Scnlincl praisecl rr Mexican
pol icy ttrwir-cl tht' Apathe. "lt puts a

pl'icc Ltp()lt an Ittdilns sc.tlp the slme
as Llpon that of a wolf." A 2012 letter to
Wis( ()/tsiri Ott/t/rrrrt N('l\.\ C\pl'eSSed an8,Cr

Irl htrrv rrorr-lIih;r] lrr.urtc|s irnd anglers
harc bccn "krckcd in thc tcctlr" both by

the Ojrhwc spc.rring fish rn,-l by wolres
lrttntino rlr-er- An,l Ihe rrlrr',rce "tlrc,rnlv
"""'"'b"'"""./
g()o(l \\ tril' is n dcrd rv.'rll'' still rrpperr.s
()nlinc rcgrrlilrl). ils docs its cqLrivalent.
"the only gc'rocl Indian is a dead lndian."

ls it any wonder thrt rnanl'Ojibwe
object to wolves being removed from
the federal endangered species list and
lrr S1 rles issrrins nermitS to white hunt-
el's and trappers? Is it an; wonder lhat
the language of institutionalized "man-
agernent' so centlal to state wolf plans
strlkes many Ojibwe as distinctly cultural
and decidedly dlsturbing? ls it any won-
der that the idea ol keeping or drir ing
down wolf numbers to specific goals may
"broaden the divide" (as it is understated
rn the wolf plan of the Red Cliff Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa) between tnbal
lnd ntln-tnbll nlturll resources rgencies?

The parallel paths walked by
\ r^ ;;^^^^ .,^r ,L . ^,ibwe har e had Irvrll rlrr5clrr c1r rLt LtrC VJ
lrriohtnr- qirlc Tlre rrr,rlf reeeiver] rarirte, -"'.t.,...H..,...
tion unde l the Endrngered Species Aet in
the 1970s-the same decade marked b1'

the American lndian Religior-rs Freedom
Act and the American lndian Movements
.^^,,.-^,;^'. ^f \ r^^,..a2 lsland. SinceL'LLUP4LTUTl I'T N TLdLI I

then, wolf populations in the western

C reat Lrkes repi()n hrvc rcbrrLrrrded
cioniF, rntlv Sincc then thc Oiilrrve"'b" "'-.''
have experienced cultural and political
lpslupence in,'lrrdino lealfirrnatitrn trf
llr.irl\/ riohtc rplrtcd t,r hrrntirro fi<hino'5"'- ''
and natural resources. As one tribal
chairman put it to rne. 'The wolf ptrp-
ulatitrn, when we wele depressed. \\as
urrv dnrrrn rrn I he r pl'op rrf pr't inrl inn

endangered species. Wolf popr,rlations
cntnino hrck rril'rec rr-e drrino lrr'ttpr'-'"""'tr
For us, thats what its about."

Thcr.e rS. trl t trLtlSt'. ntr Sin!:,1c. Lttri-

fiecl vicw ol'wtrlves em()ng the O jrlru e

like rrrv Jlirrn,rI nc,rnle rhpv h:rvp')6''',"1"''1".'t,'.
diver-se rrr-rsrreclir cq Yct the Iutdet'stltnd-
ing cxpt'esscd by Rtrsc rtnd rttlnl ()lhcls
is thc onc put ftrrth pLrhlicly bl Ojrlrrre
commrlnrties rn the r,vestern Great Lakes
rP oi r)n i n r-c|en I vcr |c''b'- '

lf n,rn-Oiilrrrc r)e()t)le \\'Anl l(r trnde r-

strrntl this vierv. lnrl 1lel'ha|s bc rrble t,'
discr-rss r,volf issues wrth Olibrve conllu-
nitjes in a constrlrclive wa)', we need to
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listen carefully When we hear a creation

story, we need to refrain from leaping
to the conclusion that this understand-
ing is rooted solely in spiritual ground.

To fathom how such a story sets the
"context and foundation" for understand-
ing the way many Olibwe see wolves
and wolf hunting, as Chairman Wiggins
put it, we need to reahze that thrs story
speaks not only of a mythical past, but
aiso of the historical past. And we need

Intcrnntiottcrl Wol./

to recognize that our own perspectives
are just as cultural as anyone else's.

To listen and think in these ways, we
mrrst dis deen. I[evervone involved can"'*"' *-b *'- r ' -- .- -- /
do this, perhaps we can begin to treat
each other with mutual respecl . Together.

perhaps we can come to understand
wolves better than any o[ us can on our
own. Together, perhaps we can relate [o

these four-footed hunters with greater

grace and wrsdom. I

Tovar CeruIIi is a writer, speaher,

c ons e rv ati ott - c o mmun i c ati ott c o tt sul t an t

and author oJ The Mindful Carnivore.
He is grateful to Mihe 5wan, Reggie

DeFoe and Peter David Jor thcir gencrous

a.ssistdnce with f his article , which i.s

based on research he conductcd as a

doctoral student at IJniversity ttf
M as s achus ett s - Amh e r s t.
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